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Todayôs Agenda

1) Who we are

2) Census data accuracy and why it matters

3) Challenges to collecting and accessing accurate data

Challenge 1: Understanding the 2020 Census undercount

Challenge 2: Improving self-response rates

4) Increasing self-ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ ŀƳǇƭƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ .ǳǊŜŀǳΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ 

historically-undercounted communities (HUCs)

5) Engaging undercounted communities in the research process
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What industry does your organization 
represent?

᷉ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.
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About the 
Texas Census Institute 
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The Texas Census Institute (TxCI) provides independent, non-partisan, 
data-driven census policy and program guidance that encourages 
census participation so all Texans can enjoy a great quality of life.
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TxCI is a hub for Texas. Together with 
regional partners and other 
stakeholders, we:

Augment data collection activities,

Help ensure data accuracy,

Expand data access and granularity, and

Help ensure better lives for all Texans.



Census data accuracy and 
why it matters
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Advocacy

Addresses 

policy gaps for 

underserved 

populations

Planning & 

Research

Identifies local 

needs and 

evaluates 

impact

Influence

Determines 

apportionment 

and district 

boundaries

Money

Influences 

roughly $1.5 

trillion in 

federal funds

Sources: 
POGO (2020) (Retrieved from https://www.pogo.org/analysis/2020/03/the-importance-of-the-2020-census-explained-in-dollars-and-cents)

U.S. Census Bureau (2021) (Retrieved from https://www.census.gov/data/tables/2020/dec/2020-apportionment-data.html)
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Nationwide, the census impacts:



The decennial census helps Congress to distribute billions of dollarsin 
federal funding, grants and support for:

ωschools, 

ωhospitals,

ωroads,

ωpublic works and infrastructure, and

ωother projects.
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The annual American Community Survey (ACS) supports near-term 
data-driven decision makingfor:

ωbusinesses and corporations,

ωpreK-12 school systems,

ωcolleges and universities,

ωstate and local governments,

ωfaith communities,

ωnonprofits,

ωresearchers, and the

ωpublic sector.
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Key Takeaway 

1

Counting people accurately is 
essential for planning, economic 
stability and political 
representation.

Accurate data are vital tools for 
maintaining a thriving Texas.
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Challenge 1: Understanding the
scope, location, and impact of the 2020 

Census undercount in Texas
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Texas Census Count for PES

28,540,000

Texas Undercount (Net Coverage 
Error)

-1.92%

Texas Undercount (Population)

547,968

Texas 90% Confidence Interval

(-3.27, -0.57)

15Source: U.S. Census Bureau (2022) (Retrieved from https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/interactive/2020-post-enumeration-survey.html).



In the 2020 Census, 547,968 Texas 
residents were undercounted.

16Source: U.S. Census Bureau (2022) (Retrieved from https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/interactive/2020-post-enumeration-survey.html).



The undercount in Texas counties

Figure 1 Undercount in Texas counties

17
Source: Castellanos-Sosa (2022) (Retrieved from https://texascensus.org/undercounting-and-overcounting-texas-counties-population/)

Note: There is no information for the following nine counties regarding Cohesiveness by clustering and Volunteering: Borden, Hartley, Kenedy, Kent, King, Loving, Motley, Roberts, and Terrel.



The undercount in Texas regions

Figure 2 Undercount in Texas regions
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Source: Castellanos-Sosa (2022) (Retrieved from https://texascensus.org/undercounting-and-overcounting-texas-counties-population/)

Note: There is no information for the following nine counties regarding Cohesiveness by clustering and Volunteering: Borden, Hartley, Kenedy, Kent, King, Loving, Motley, Roberts, and Terrel.



Source: Texas A&M Today (2022) (Retrieved from https://today.tamu.edu/2022/05/31/texas-will-lose-over-19-billion-in-federal-funding-and-1-us-house-seat-due-to-census-undercount/) 19

Texas losses due to undercount



Between 2021 and 2030, the Perryman Group estimates the 2020 
Census undercount will cost Texas:

Å$59.0 billion in gross product, and

ω641,624 in job-years

20Source: Perryman Group (2022) (Retrieved from https://www.perrymangroup.com/publications/brief/2022/6/3/the-economic-impact-of-the-texas-census-undercount/)

Texas losses due to undercount
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Impact: Regional Food Bank

ñThe need we are seeing is much larger than 

the numbers would indicate. As a result our 

funding need is significantly greater than what 

we budgeted based on the data we had.ò

Source: North Texas Food Bank



Key Takeaway 

2
Texas experienced a half-
million+ person undercount in 
the 2020 Census, resulting in loss 
of income and representation. 

All Texans have a strong vested 
interest in a more accurate 2030 
Census.
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How does your organization rely on census 
data for planning or funding? 

᷉ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.
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Challenge #2: Improving 
self-response rates in historically 

undercounted communities
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How does the Bureau calculate the 
undercount and why do self-

response rates matter?
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The U.S. Census Bureau assesses the accuracy 
of its decennial census in two primary ways:

ÅPost-Enumeration Survey (PES), and

ÅDemographic Analysis (DA).
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Post-Enumeration Surveys 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau (2021) (Retrieved from https://www2.census.gov/about/partners/cac/nac/meetings/2021-05/presentation-post-enumeration-survey-overview.pdf) 28



Source: U.S. Census Bureau (2022) (Retrieved from https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial/coverage-measurement/pes/2020-pes-estimation-design.pdf) 29



Source: U.S. Census Bureau (2022) (Retrieved from https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial/coverage-measurement/pes/2020-pes-estimation-design.pdf) 30




